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powerful pen and scholarship revolutionized Muslim opinion and
brought the community nearer to the Congress. AI Hilal had a
circulation of 11,000 within six months of its founding and reached
25,000 during the war.
As a result of hostile attitude of Britain towards Turkey, there was
rapprochement between the Muslims and the Congress. A new
constitution was adopted at the annual session of the All-India
Muslim League in March 1913. It was under these conditions that
at the Karachi Congress of 1913 the Hindus and Muslims closed
their ranks and the Congress placed on record "its appreciation of
the adoption by the All-India Muslim League of the idea of self-
government for India". The Congress endorsed the plea of the
League for harmonious co-operation between the two communities,
In 1915 the sessions of the Congress and the League were simulta-
neously held in Bombay. Mr. Mohammad AH Jinnah was mainly
responsible for this orientation. The League session was attended by
the Congress leaders. It was resolved that the Congress and the
League should co-operate together in formulating a common scheme
of post-war reforms and press for its adoption by the Government.
Committees were appointed by the Congress and the League for this
purpose. A joint scheme of reforms was formulated, and the Hindu-
Muslim question was settled by agreement on a scheme of special
representation for the Muslims in the Indian legislatures. It was
enthusiastically approved by both the Congress and the League at
their annual sessions in December 1916 at Luckaow and came to be
known as the Congress-League scheme. Another feature of this
Congress was a compromise between the Moderates and the Extre-
mists. But the compromise lasted for only two years and the Mod-
erates, now calling themselves Liberals, walked out of the Congress.
From 1916 onwards Gandhi appeared on the Indian political
horizon as an increasingly significant factor. He returned to India in
January 1915. He was well known for his satyagraha struggle in
South Africa. As far back as 1910, Leo Tolstoy commended Gandhi's
new weapon and declared that " passive resistance is a question of
greatest importance, not only for India, but for the whole of
humanity." In 1917 Gandhi championed with success the plantation
workers in Champaran and later he stood up for the peasantry of
Kheda in Gujarat, He was still very loyal to the British and helped
the Government in recruiting for the war.